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ing to his wide reputation for learning and
piety, his opinions on these subjects in-
fluenced a great many people.
At first, Pope Adrian YI did not regard
the matter as of serious import; but when
convinced that Luther's influence was be-
coming dangerous, he urged the Diet of
Nuremberg to institute determined action
against him. The Diet, however, felt power-
less to carry out the desire of the Pope, be-
cause of Luther's popularity with a number
of the German princes. Frederick the Elec-
tor became his great patron. However,
Luther's writings were condemned as heret-
ical, and if he did not recant his errors in
sixty days, he was to be seized and sent to
Rome to be tried for heresy. Luther publicly
burned the Pope's bull, to the general amaze-
ment of the people.
In 1521 Luther was summoned by Charles
V to appear before the Diet of Worms and
was called upon to recant his errors. Refus-
ing to do so, he was conveyed privately to
the Wartburg Castle by Frederick, elector of
Saxony, where he lived in seclusion for a
time and busied himself with the translation
of the New Testament into German.
Alliances and Diets.   On May 4,1526, an
alliance of the Protestant princes was formed
at Torgau, under the leadership of John,
elector of Saxony, and Philip, landgrave of
Hesse.   The Catholics formed a counter-al-
liance at Dessau, which emphasized a disunion
that was destined to exercise an influence in
every part of the world.   The followers of
Luther having become so numerous, Philip of
Hesse convened a synod at Homburg in Oc-
tober, 1526, to systematize the doctrines and
establish a rule of faith.   A constitution was
there formed which gave an individual con-
gregation power to decide its own ecclesiasti-
cal rules.   This was adopted in the several
Lutheran states, in each of which the chief, or
head, of the government was to be supreme in
relation to the Church.    To educate the
younger element of the people, Luther wrote
a eatecMsm of a doctrinal character, which
was extensively circulated.    Because of a
dread of Turkish power and a desire to allay,
if possible, the dissensions which had arisen
in relation to questions of an ecclesiastical
character, a diet was held on April 19,1529,
at Spires. The Catholics submitted what they
regarded as moderate claims.   Against them
the Lutherans protested, which was the origin
t»f the name Protestant, tliat has since been
applied to Lutherans and other dissenters
from the doctrines of the Roman Church.
In June, 1530, a diet was held at Augsburg,
at which Emperor Charles Y presided. It
demanded from the Protestant princes a writ-
ten confession of faith. A confession, writ-
ten by Melanchthon and approved by Luther,
has since been known as the "Augsburg Con-
fession." In 1555, in a diet at Augsburg,
articles were framed giving each prince the
right to choose between Lutheranism and
Catholicism, the religion of the prince to be
that of his people. Any prelate on becoming
Protestant was to give up his benefice, and
the subjects of ecclesiastical princes were to
enjoy religious liberty. Thus the Lutherans
first received legal recognition, but the issues
between Catholics and Protestants were never
satisfactorily adjusted until the Peace of
Westphalia, which ended the Thirty Years7
War, in 1648.
The doctrines of the German reformer
found a willing adherent in Gustavus Vasa,
who in 1523 became king of Sweden. Gus-
tavus induced the estates of the realm, in the
Diet of Westeras (1527), to sanction the con-
fiscation of the monasteries, and he declared
himself supreme in matters ecclesiastical.
The last remains of Catholic usages were
abolished at a second Diet of Westeras in
1544.
Denmark. The first systematic measures
in favor of the Kef ormation in Denmark were
taken by Frederick I, through the influence
of his son Christian, who had studied in
Germany and become an enthusiastic Lu-
theran. At a diet held in 1539, at which no
member of the clergy was allowed to be pres-
ent, the assembly decreed the abolition of the
Roman Catholic worship in the Danish do-
minions.
Hungary and Poland. In Hungary, where
numerous Germans had settled, bringing Lu-
theranism with them, the new faith for a short
time made rapid progress, especially in the
cities and among the nobles. In Poland the
Reformation also found numerous adherents,
but eventually the old faith dominated.
Italy and Spain. Both in Italy and in
Spain, the idea of the Reformation at first
gained some ground among scholars, but it
never appealed to the masses of the people,
and even among the scholars who were fore-
most in advocating certain reforms in the
Church there was never any sympathy with
the revolt against the Papacy. After the

